
 Phonics: Phase 3 
Aim – By the time they reach Phase 3, children will already be able to blend and segment words containing the 19 letters 
taught in Phase 2. During Phase 3, children will also learn the letter names using an alphabet song, although they will continue 
to use the sounds when decoding words. 

Tricky words –  

During Phase 3, the following tricky words (which can't yet be decoded) are introduced: 

He, she, we, me, be, was, you, they, all, are, my, her  

Vowel digraphs: ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, 
ear, air, ure, er 
Wait, gail, hail, see, feel, weep, high, sigh, light,  
coat, load, goat, too, zoo, boot, bar, car, bark, 
for, cord, sort, fur, burn, urn, now, down, owl, 
oil, boil, coin, ear, dear, fear, air, fair, hair, 
sure, lure, assure, hammer, letter, rocker. 

Consonant digraphs: ch, sh, th, ng 
 
Chop, chin, chug, check, such, chip, chill. much. 
Ship, shop, shed, shed, fish, shock, cash, bash. 
Them, then, that, this, with, moth, thin, thick. 
Ring, rang, hang, song, wing, rung, king, long. 

Set 6 – j, v, w, x 
 
Jam, Jill, jet, jog, Jack, Jen, jet-lag, jacket. 
Van, vat, vet, Vic, Ravi, Kevin, visit, velvet. 
Will, win, wag, web, wig, wax, cobweb, wicked. 
Mix, fix, box, tax, six, taxi, vixen, exit. 

Set 7 – y, z, zz, qu 
 
Yap, yes, yet, yell, yum-yum. 
Zip, Zack, buzz, jazz, zigzag. 
Quiz, quit, quick, quack, liquid. 


